THE  SEVEN   WAYS  TO NEIBBAN.           233

in the existence and modification of all beings. Mental
operations are numbered by hundreds, but the six senses
are, after all, the foundation on which that enumeration is
raised. The general principles and primary ideas of all
these metaphysical theories doubtless belong to genuine
and early Buddhism. But such plain, and elementary
principles having been got hold of by heads of philoso-
phical schools, and worked upon in their intellectual
laboratory, there have come out therefrom at various
periods those theories which have given to the doctrines
of Buddhism so many different hues, and at the same time
contributed so much to puzzle and torment the European
student.

ARTICLE   VI.

OF THE  PROGRESS  IN  PERFECT SCIENCE.

In the preceding article we have reviewed the whole
scale of beings, and analysed summarily some of them,
merely to show the way to the general analysis of all
others. The ultimate result of such an investigation is to
acquire the conviction that all beings are subjected to
mutability, pain, and illusion. This conviction, once seated
in the soul, generates a generous contempt for such miserable
objects. In this article we must see by what means this
philosophical sentiment may be firmly rooted in the soul,
and man may finally entertain a thorough disgust for all
creatures, even for his own body. This loathsomeness for
all that exists is immediately folio wed up by an ardent desire
of becoming free and disentangled from all the ties and
trammels that encompass other beings. When a man has
become familiar with such a conviction to the extent that
his thoughts, desires, and actions are entirely regulated by
its immediate influence, he is free from, the errors that
deceive almost all other beings; he sees things as they are
in their nature, arid appreciates them by their real value.